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Zero Energy Buildings have come to the forefront of the “next thing” in commercial building 
performance. Questions as to technical viability and costs are seen as barriers to even producing 
pilots of these buildings. Questions about “what they are” are tossed about the literature. This 
presentation will look at what they are, the current definitions, and what is needed to change the 
paradigm of buildings from energy consumers to energy producers. Case studies of actual buildings 
and processes used by early adopters will be discussed. Many of the strategies can be used on 
existing buildings and new construction to achieve deep energy savings.

•   Explain how to set building energy targets around energy efficiency.
•   Describe Zero Energy Building metrics and computations.
•   Understand the concept of near Zero Energy Buildings.
•   Describe a process for procuring Zero Energy Buildings.

AIA: 1 LU/HSW/SD
Certificate by request


